
Anarchist Black Cross Network

ABCN

The ABCN releases a quarterly newsletter consisting of updates, the current focus of activities and contact 
information for ABCN-affiliated groups and individuals. Newsletters are released on the first of February, 
May, August, and November; deadlines are two weeks prior to publication date. Each edition also features 
our mission statement and general information about the network. Responsibility for the newsletter rotates 
among collectives. This newsletter is brought to you by the Boston ABC. The next newsletter is due out 
May 2006 from the Lawrence, KS ABC. Future newsletters will be delegated at the next ABCN gathering. 
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MISSION STATEMENT 
OF THE ABC NETWORK OF THE U.S.

ABCN is a network of anarchist prison 
abolitionists. Autonomous ABC groups 

support prisoners, both social and political, 
as well as our comrades in resistance.

Our intent is to resist, inside and out, 
global systems of repression. Through 

solidarity work with other groups and the 
ongoing work to help serve the needs of 
our locked up brothers and sisters, we 
seek to overcome fear, ignorance, and 
apathy. Only then can people become 
empowered and contribute their talents 
to the struggle. Itôs not about charity, but 

rather genuine mutual aid.
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Jericho Movement ð Boston
PO Box 1057

Jamaica Plain, MA 02130
www.jerichoboston.org

jericho_boston@yahoo.com

Midwest Books to Prisoners 
c/o Quimbyõs Bookstore
1573 N. Milwaukee Ave.

Chicago, IL 60622

MPLU-support
Leemputstraat 29

2600 Berchem
Belgium

www.mplu-support.tk
info@mplu-support.tk

No Death Penalty for Zolo
PO Box 578314

Chicago, IL 60647

Prison Book Program (Boston)
c/o Lucy Parsons Bookstore

1306 Hancock Street, Suite 100
Quincy, MA 02169

617-423-3298 (no collect calls)
www.prisonbookprogram.org
info@prisonbookprogram.org

Prison Poster Project
PO Box 71357

Pittsburgh, PA 15213

Prisonerõs Action Coalition
PO Box 151

Fennimore, WI 53809

Red Heart Warrior Society
PO Box 4362

Allentown, PA 18105

Tarantula Distribution
818 SW 3rd Avenue

PMB #1237
Portland, OR 97204

Voices in the Wilderness
1460 W. Carmen Ave., 2nd fl.

Chicago, IL 60640
www.vitw.org 
info@vitw.org

Friends of the ABCN

15

Affi liating with the ABCN
A group does not have to call itself òABCó 
to be affiliated with the ABC network, nor 
is there a minimum number of members re-
quired to form an ABC group. Groups of any 
size and of any name can affiliate with the 
ABCN, as long as they meet the guidelines 
of the network.

At our 2005 meeting, the ABCN decided to 
provide a checklist of things a group should 
have and do in order to affiliate with the net-
work. The following items are on that list:

Å Agree with and abide by the ABCN mission 
statement.

Å Have a post office box or other mailing ad-
dress. (Post office boxes are better, for the 
safety and comfort of everyone in your ABC 
group.)

Å Provide members of the ABCN with the con-
tact phone number of at least one member of 
your group (extreme care will be taken with 
phone numbers and they will be ONLY for 
internal communication within the network. 
They will not appear in any publication).

Å Have at least one member of your group on 
ABCN email list.

Å Contribute a group update to each quar-
terly ABCN newsletter. (submissions should 
be under 500 words with complete and up-
to-date contact info and should contain info 
on what the functions of the chapter are and 
a report on what the group/individual has 
worked on recently.)

Å Commit to sending at least one member of 
your group to annual ABCN network meet-
ings.

Å If an ABC group dissolves or relocates, it is 
expected to notify the network and involved 
prisoners and write a statement for the ABCN 
newsletter.

(If an ABC group fails to submit updates to 
two consecutive newsletters and is other-
wise not in contact with the network for six 
months, they are no longer considered a part 
of the network. An attempt will be made to 
contact such a group to find out their status. 
If no contact can be made, the network will 
give notice in the next newsletter that the 
group is no longer active/part of the ABCN.)  

Decision making
Å If a network decision needs to be made, a 
proposal should be made on the ABCN email 
list. If there are no disapprovals within two 
weeks, proposal is approved. Proposal must 
clearly explain what support entails. 

ABC Network of the U.S.
Å Recognizing that there are ABC chapters 
all over the world, we acknowledge our pres-
ent network is one of chapters within the 
U.S., and that we must be clear that deci-
sions made at gatherings, on the list, etc. re-
flect those of the affiliated network members 
within the U.S. We added U. S. to the header 
of our mission statement to reflect this ac-
knowledgement.
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About the ABCN (U.S.)
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ABC Manchester
PO Box 326

Sale
Manchester

M33 4YQ UK

Anarchist Black Cross Federation
While the ABCF and the ABCN are separate and 
differently organized groups, we share a lot of the 
same goals and ideas and support each otherõs  and support each otherõs  and suppor

respective work.

Jacksonville ABCF 
PO Box 350392

Jacksonville, FL 32235-0392
jax@abcf.net

Los Angeles ABCF
PO Box 11223

Whittier, CA 90603
la@abcf.net

Montreal ABCF
PO Box 42053

Succ. Jeanne Mance
Montreal QC

H2W 2T3 Canada
montrealabcf@gmail.com

New Jersey ABCF
PO Box 8532 

Paterson, NJ 07508
NJ@abcf.net

Philadelphia ABCF 
PO Box 42129

Philadelphia, PA 19101
timABCF@aol.com

Winnipeg ABCF
3D-91 Albert Street

Winnipeg MB
R3B 1G5 Canada

kickittilitbreaks@hotmail.com

Anarchist People of Color
c/o Ernesto Aguilar

PO Box 667233
Houston, TX 77266-7233

Battle Cry of Innocence
PO Box 672

Jasper, IN 47547

Books for Prisoners Crew 
Serving prisoners in Ohio, Indiana, and 3 prisons 

in Texas: Ramsey 1, Polunsky, and Womenõs 
Gatesville

c/o Hobo Bookstore
Monkeyõs Retreat Book Store

PO Box 19065
Cincinnati OH 45219

www.freewebs.com/books4prisoners
books4prisoners@hotmail.com

California Anarchist Prisoner Solidarity 
P.O. Box 22449 

Oakland CA 94609 
caps@riseup.net

Chicago Books to Women Prisoners
Serving Women Prisoners in Illinois, 
Indiana, Ohio, Mississippi & Florida

c/o Beyond Media Education
7013 N. Glenwood Ave.

Chicago, IL 60626
www.chicagobwp.org

jackslowriver@yahoo.com

George Jackson University
Dr. Donald R. Evans Sr.

1000 West Century Boulevard
Los Angeles, CA 90044

Human Action Community Org.
16028 S. Halstead Street

Harvey, IL 60426

Friends of the ABCN
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ABC Legal Services
Twitch ð Entropy

2900 La Fayette Avenue, #2
Austin, TX 78722

twitchon@hotmail.com

Boston ABC 
PMB 258, 198 Tremont Street 

Boston, MA 02116 
www.bostonabc.org

bostonabc@riseup.net

Chicago ABC
PO Box 1544

Chicago, IL 60690 
chicagoabc@riseup.net 

South Chicago ABC/Zine Distro
PO Box 721

Homewood, IL 60430 
www.chicagoabc.org 

chicagoabc@hotmail.com

Detroit ABC
PO Box 08161

Detroit, MI 48208-8161
abc.detroit@gmail.com

Houston ABC
PO Box 667614 

Houston, TX 77266-7614 
houstonabc2@hotmail.com 

Kansas Mutual Aid
PO Box 442438

Lawrence, KS 66044
www.alliedresistance.org/kma

kansasmutualaid@hotmail.com

Lawrence ABC 
PO Box 1483 

Lawrence, KS 66044 
abclawrence@riseup.net 
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ABC of Lawrence/Lowell
PO Box 1098 

Lowell, MA 01853
mvabc@riseup.net

Minneapolis ABC 
PO Box 47871 

Minneapolis, MN 55447 
ryan_abcn@yahoo.com 

ABCN Morgantown
PO Box 43

Morgantown, WV 26507

Northeast Ohio ABC
PO Box 608361 

Cleveland, OH 44108-0361
clevelandabc@clevelandfoodnotbombs.org

Philadelphia ABC
PO Box 42129

Philadelphia, PA, 19101
philly_abc@riseup.net

Shoelacetown ABC
PO Box 8085 

Paramus, NJ 07652
shoelacetownabc@hushmail.com

South Carolina ABC
PO Box 12506

Charleston, SC 29422
 or PO Box 15298

Columbia, SC 29211 
www.angelfire.com/rebellion/carolina

Womenõs ABC
441 S.E. 37th Avenue
Portland, OR 97214
www.wabc.mahost.org
wabc@mutualaid.org

ABCNmember groupsABCNABCNABCNABCNABCNABCN
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ABC Legal Services
AUSTIN, TEXAS

ABC Legal Services will be co-planning a couple benefit venues for this coming February in 
support of the recent events resulting from the FBI Sweep of the alleged ALF/ELF eco-arson 
suspects, now indicted in Seattle, Washington and Eugene, Oregon; and being held for pre-trial 
hearings and trials in February & March respectively.

We are arranging at this time to have two evenings February 20 & 21, for a House Show/Benefit 
at Entropy House, and then an additional Benefit/Info event at MonkeyWrench Books here in 
Austin, Texas; these will primarily be for raising legal defense funds for these defendants at the 
behest of friends out on the West Coast.

I sincerely suggest that if others can do so, please try to help in what way you can; I am sure 
most of ABC affiliates have seen the postings and contacts of the respective support surround-
ing most of the individuals if you are computer-enabled.

And, with my friend, Alvaro Luna Hernandez, Texas Anti-Imperialist Chicano/Mexicano Politi-
cal Prisoner, I am now working with Alvaro to create some new unique legal arguments he 
has devised, to resuscitate his stalled Aggravated Assault conviction appeal, by attempting 
to expose a conflict of interest and prosecutorial misconduct by an assistant DA  and the 
Brewster County prosecutors that were involved with his original case; but also connected 
to his Child Custody case involving his son Alvaro III now in a State-appointed foster home 
in El Paso, Texas.

Basically, it is grounds for opening up a new challenge and writ motion to the Texas State Ap-
peals courts; and ultimately we of course hope exoneration and immediate liberation.

MPLU Texas Branch Coordinator, Sidney (Shariyf) Williams, at the Wm. Clements Unit, in Ama-
rillo, Texas, will be due for release to parole later in 2006; so ABC Legal Services is trying to 
pave the way for that smooth transition, as he is himself also doing to stay focussed both men-
tally and physically; what with current TDCJ state-wide lockdown grinds of òJohnnie bagsó and 
peanut butter diets.

ABC Legal Services is also assisting the historical archiving and salvaging of confiscated 
legal documents, books, and papers of Texas prisoner lawyer Guadalupe (òG.G.ó ) Guajardo 
Jr., a Texas prison icon in the eyes of those in the know for prisoner rights in his landmark 
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Shoelacetown ABC has been working with the General Defense Committee of the North Jersey 
Industrial Workers of the World in creating a rapid-response list of lawyers.

Shoelacetown ABC has been working with Jason Robbins and Philadelphia Anti-Racist Action 
and the Philadelphia Anarchist Black Cross to raise money for the legal fees heõs run up. Jason 
Robbins was arrested while sitting in a car across the street from a peaceful home demonstra-
tion of organizers from Repent America, a notorious Christian anti-queer, anti-women group. 
Jason is falsely being charged with assault, aggravated assault, disorderly conduct, resisting 
arrest and reckless endangerment.

Shoelacetown ABC will host a vegan pancake breakfast on February 25. A small portion of the 
funds raised will go to paying for our PO box, while the rest will be split between a warchest for 
members of our communities facing state repression and prisonerõs commissary funds.

Shoelacetown ABC will hold a few benefit shows for the warchest in the spring.

South Carolina ABC
CHARLESTON/COLUMBIA, SOUTH CAROLINA

South Carolina ABC added an additional PO Box in Columbia in order for that section to receive 
mail (South Carolina ABC, PO Box 15298, Columbia, SC 29211). The Columbia section is 
working with the Raleigh Three arrestees to raise money for fines and deal with financial hard-
ship. We are developing a brief presentation on the incidents to deliver to local groups to raise 
money. We will be issuing a legal update and fundraising appeal once our PayPal account is 
activated before the end of the month. The SC ABC will have a website, www.angelfire.com/re-
bellion/carolina.

Women’s ABC
PORTLAND, OREGON

WABC is a small collective group of Portlanders that is fed up with the abuses of the Oregon le-
gal system. We focus on confidential informants because 95% of felony convictions (especially 
drug-related convictions) are the dirty work of confidential reliable informants.

Our ongoing struggle to identify each and every informant we can will take one very devastating 
tool away from the prosecutor ð and in that way, we aim to slow or stop the number of people 
going into the prison industrial complex to work as slaves of the state. 

Making the use of informants ònot to reliableó will enhance our privacy, keep slaves from falling 
into the maw of the gulag and begin to replace the mutual trust we once shared with our neigh-
bors. Only then can we stand together and focus on what is really important ð our liberties and 
the free lives that come with a truly just justice system. Knowing the legal system and making it 
work for us instead of against us is our secondary target.

We work together with others, using the knowledge and experience of those who have been 
victimized by traitors to gain an advantage ð when we know who the traitors are, we can take 
away their ability to please their masters at our expense. Treachery must become a thing of the 
past, if we are to have any future.
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Guajardo vs. Estelle that stood for over 30 years until being overturned nearly three years 
ago. We are working toward this end with the help of Ray Hillõs Prison Show on KPFT/Hous-
ton and Bill Habern, well-known prisoner-advocate lawyer officed in Houston & Huntsville; 
this is in conjunction with a Maryland University PhD.Thesis researcher Rob Chase on Texas 
prisons.

Ann Arbor ABC (A2ABC) 
ANN ARBOR, MICHIGAN

The A2ABC collective is no longer active. 

Boston ABC
BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS

When it comes to court cases, the last three months have delivered not much to Boston ABC. 
The folks arrested in April ô04 for planting a garden had their latest motion denied. They will now 
finally have their day in court (after nearly two years) on March 10. The Boston people arrested 
at the April ô05 Critical Mass in New York finally had their cases dismissed after making several 
pointless journeys to the big apple over the last 8 months.

Benefits and ideas for benefits have been aplenty. On December 3 we raised over $300 at a 
benefit show featuring spoken word artist Jared Paul. The money was split between our bail 
fund and for an Missouri Prison Labor Union memberõs lawsuit against the state of Missouri. We 
had a show on January 22 to benefit both Boston and Chicago ABC. We are also planning an 
ABCN benefit CD compilation to be shared and sold by the entire network. The CD will feature 
know-your-rights information in the booklet. We are hoping to have a benefit dinner and prisoner 
art show in the future. The ABC showed Defending Our Lives, a film about women who are in 
prison for killing their abusive husbands, at the radical movie night at our local radical bookstore, 
in December.

The future is looking to be very busy. Coming up in the middle of February is a large event that 
Boston ABC is co-sponsoring with Jericho Boston, Fund the Dream, Boston Animal Defense 
League, Community Church of Boston, and New England Committee to Defend Palestine. It is 
an informational and planning event for what we are going to do if grand juries come to Boston. 
We are also planning to make some know-your-rights pamphlets specifically directed toward 
non-political partying students, and minors. In response to recent crackdowns on immigrants, 
we have also started making fliers to put up around town, reminding people that our ancestors 
were at one time some sort of immigrant and that no human is illegal. We plan on hosting a 
street tactics workshop before the next big march in Boston (probably in March) because we 
saw the need for one at the last big anti-war march in October.

The most important news, however, is that we will be getting a new address!!! Please keep an 
eye out for the update; we will be doing a mailing of postcards informing all our pen pals of this 
change. We will be keeping the old address for a few months overlap, just to make sure nothing 
gets lost. 
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Northeast Ohio ABC
CLEVELAND, OHIO

1. jail solidarity actions at anti-klan rally attending debriefing with some of the people arrested 
kent.st.u ara. 2. spoke stanley tookie williams rally spoke against jail-house informants immunity 
and leniency in lieu of testimony. 3. work on wrongful convictions of clarence elkins and john 
spriko. 4. coordinate orientation for new members and ne.oh support members in late january to 
mid february 5. continue film nights. 6. coordinate with jericho ne.oh.abcn black august to bring 
speaker for black history month. 7. the same for women history month

in solidarity
mark.j 

Philadelphia ABC
PHILADELPHIA, PENNSYLVANIA

Philadelphia ABC has reorganized itself within the last month. Various members of the old col-
lective and newly interested people had been discussing this for a while, but the necessity of 
bail / legal defense for a jailed Philly Anti-Racist Action member forced us to meet quickly. Weõve 
been helping his support committee in various ways, like fundraising and tabling, and held our 
first meeting the day after his release.

One major ongoing campaign for us will be to raise a bail fund accessible to all people arrested 
for political activity in our city. In March, weõll be having a benefit to raise the initial money. The 
fund will be democratically controlled by a coalition of groups and individuals, in the hope that it 
will one day be available to anyone arrested in Philly for whatever reason.

Additionally, weõll be doing grunt work for the International Concerned Family and Friends of 
Mumia. At our first meeting we discussed performing support roles for already-existing, PP sup-
port groups. This is why weõre going to help out on campaigns like Mumiaõs, the MOVE 9, and 
Russell Shoats, and independently assist prisoners who donõt have the benefit of organized 
support (like Ojore Lutalo). Similarly, weõll be contributing to the ABCF Warchest and subsis-
tence fund to help various political prisoners/POWs.

Our collective has had two meetings, but look for a website soon with frequent updates about 
new strategies and campaigns.

Solidarity,
Philly ABC

Shoelacetown ABC
PARAMUS, NEW JERSEY

Shoelacetown ABC regularly hosts bimonthly prison letter writing nights on the second and 
fourth Tuesdays of every month. Our primary focus has been anarchist and animal and earth 
liberation prisoners, however, anyone who would like to receive a letter can write to Shoelace-
town ABC, PO Box 8085, Paramus, NJ 07652.
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Chicago ABC
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS

In late December 2005, the collective took a month-long break from regular meetings and activi-
ties due to scheduling and vacations. As February begins, we plan to pick up full throttle with our 
regular monthly meeting, radical film night, and our bimonthly letter writings.

Meanwhile, we are raising money for our bail fund ð preparing for actions on things like BioDe-
mocracy 2006, which will be coming to Chicago in April. We shared a benefit show with Boston 
ABC in late January, and will be putting on some benefits in Chicago in late February or early 
March.

Plans for the near future include getting a website up, working on a Chicago newsletter with 
Southside and the Chicagoland Anarchist Network, and collaboration and letter-sharing with 
Midwest Books to Prisoners.

Our main focus right now is growing as a collective and gaining strength while gathering re-
sources for the months ahead. We continue to write letters and have a new and separate email 
from Southside Chicago ABC: chicagoabc@riseup.net.

Thatõs it for now! In solidarity,
Chicago Anarchist Black Cross 

South Chicago ABC/Zine Distro
HOMEWOOD, ILLINOIS

Since November, weõve continued to do what we have always concentrated on ð serious pris-
oner support, formatting zines, writing letters, mailing zines, making calls and so forth. Over the 
holidays, we put out a catalog of zines crafted in 2005, about 85 or so.

We recently finished doing a treatment on Kirsten Anderbergõs awesome book, Reaching 
Through the Bars ð A Prisoner Support Handbook. This was reformatted from this wonderfully 
self-published book form, to a 40-paged 8 x 14 zine. Also, the triad of ABC interviews that were 
in the book has also been reformatted separately. This whole book is a must-read for serious 
anarchist prisoner supporters! Her outreach to ABC and dynamite interviews of some of us 
gives a terrific feel for what we do and why. Thank you, Kirsten!

We were alerted that the Ice Theaters on 87th Street, right off the Ryan, were having monthly 
screenings of films from throughout the world focusing on the Black experience. We tabled the 
films The Black Panthers on December 9 and The Murder of Fred Hampton on December 11. 
Tons of literature was passed out and excellent connections were made. We will continue to 
table these events.

A person inspired by this initiative, who works at UIC, is hosting a filming of 500 Years After 
(500yearsafter.org) on Tuesday, February 21 at 6pm, Adams Hall #207. We were specifically 
called to table this event, as it is being more and more recognized that we carry some of the 
most important material to be found ð especially as far as the Black prison struggle is concerned 
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focus our resources. It was a bit of a tough call, but for now, we are going to focus a lot of our 
primary attention on political prisoners. 

We all came to this decision by analyzing our most addressing concerns. For us, this was taking 
care of and helping out those who are arrested and imprisoned for politically motivated acts and 
to help foster a local community based on taking action.

To work toward both of these goals, we have been organizing a benefit show for February-
March. This is a benefit show for Peter Young, imprisoned ALF activist. There will be workshops 
beforehand on security culture, dealing with feds and knowing your rights, and then one on the 
liberation struggle from theory to tactics. We are also working on a series of pamphlets called 
òNo Excuseó that profile local companies and the corrupt practices they have, and then ways in 
which people can get active about it. And we try to keep a good stock of free or cheap pamphlets 
at local activist bookstores on anything from security culture to building alternative communities.

We are doing smaller book drives for Womenõs Prison Book Project, and the benefit show we 
planned for that, we decided to push it back until the weather is a bit nicer up here (mind you it 
is Minnesota, and the snow has been generous this year). But we thought that this would be a 
good event to host as a block party with local punk and hip-hop bands there. Hopefully, weõd be 
able to get some of the local communities there and address some of the local problems, and 
maybe even do some teach-ins on overall problems of the prison system, etc.

And finally, weõve been following and publicizing the case of direct action at the company Alliant 
Techsystems. There was an arrest of 42 people, including two of our members, and the arraign-
ments have been over the last week and this one. So itõs been keeping us busy recently.

I guess for the future, we are hoping we can get one or two more members and get a little bit 
more stable financially so that we can begin doing literature requests again. Thatõs all for now.

Stay strong. Stay free. 

Morgantown ABC
MORGANTOWN, WEST VIRGINIA

Hello All,
ABC of Morgantown, WV is a brand new edition to the network. After much discussion and 
planning we are finally focusing in on a few items. So far, we have written Daniel McGowan and 
have yet to receive word back from him. We are on his supporters list and will keep everyone 
abreast of his situation via the email list. There is allegedly a benefit show for Daniel in NYC 
sometime in March, once again we will make sure to keep everyone posted on this event as 
soon as word reaches us.

Other than Danielõs case, we plan to gear our local paper (Radical Libertarian) more toward pris-
oner support and the ever-growing FBI/CIA presence on the campus of West Virginia University. 
Anyone wanting to receive a copy of/contribute something to Radical Libertarian may email me.

ABCN Morgantown
p.s.-Thank you Ella, Tania, and Anthony for all of the help!
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While we strive to send reading material to prisoners at no charge, that task is getting more diffi-
cult. The average literature request costs us $1.31 for postage alone. We are having increasing 
difficulty raising money to pay for the expenses we encounter. If possible, please make dona-
tions of money or stamps to Lawrence ABC. Checks and money orders can be made out to 
òLawrence ABC.ó We hope that we wonõt have to start charging for literature or cut back on how 
much we can send, but there is only so much we can do without support from others.

LABC has hosted several successful events since our last update.

On October 24, we hosted an evening of education about the juvenile justice system, starting 
with the video System Failure, a documentary exposing the horrific conditions and human rights 
violations of the California Youth Authority. Two local women with extensive knowledge on the 
subject used the film as a springboard to talk about issues in the juvenile justice system in gen-
eral and locally. The room used was filled to capacity, and there was much discussion about the 
juvenile justice system before the program was over.

On Saturday, November 12, LABC hosted a pancake breakfast as a fundraiser for anarchist 
prisoner Rob Los Ricos during the Raise a Ruckus for Rob weekend. A local zydeco duo per-
formed, to the delight of everyone who came out to eat breakfast and to learn more about Rob 
and his situation. LABC raised about $100 for Rob.

Finally, we hosted two showings of documentaries on December 3, the International Day of 
Solidarity with Political Prisoners. We showed documentaries about political prisoners David 
Gilbert, Laura Whitehorn, and Jalil Muntaqim, as well as read statements by David and Jalil. 
The audience at the first showing was small, but the second showing drew quite a crowd. 

Lawrence/Lowell ABC
LAWRENCE & LOWELL, MASSACHUSETTS

 ABC Lawrence/Lowell is a new collective, but we have been busy with letter writing and building 
a legal defense fund and preparing for upcoming events in our area. In the new year we hope 
to hear from more prisoners and aid them in whatever way we can, as well as raise awareness 
about the ABCN and our own chapter in an area where there is a growing interest in radical 
politics and prisoner support.

We faced a minor setback in December, having to cancel a benefit show on account of an un-
usually vicious snow storm, but we realize thatõs just a variable that comes with living in this part 
of the world. Fortunately weõve rescheduled the show for February, and with the exception of 
one artist (D-Tension, a talented hip-hop producer and emcee from Lowell, MA) weõve secured 
all the original bands and performers that agreed to play the benefit show.

Minneapolis ABC 
MINNEAPOLIS, MINNESOTA 

The last couple months have been too busy to have not shown that much work for. Recently, 
we have been unable to respond to prisoner requests for literature because of lack of resources 
(both human and financial). The few members we have sat down and decided how we should 
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and the specifics of oppression, strategies, etc. Making these works freely available does not go 
unnoticed, either. In other words, our dedication and legitimacy are pretty well known, which is 
important, as we are so openly a part of Anarchist Black Cross. It helps make the governmentõs 
lies about us very obviously that ð lies. Itõs tough to demonize the obvious truth!

Another project we are trying to get actualized is a gathering of young people in Harvey. HACO 
(Human Action Community Organization) and So. Chi. ABC has a close relationship and will 
work together on this. Weõll rent a field house or something. This destitute community is one 
of many that cries for empowering education and tools to overcome a despair-filled world of 
gangs, drugs and cops, with the ever-present reality of racist capitalism driving things. HACO 
provides basic needs, like food, clothing, humanity, and we supply much-appreciated pam-
phlets and discussion focusing on their reality.

Weõve also been invited to do a presentation at the College of Complexes on April 29, honoring 
the Haymarket Martyrs. The subject will be on the awful conditions of labor in 2006.

- Anthony of South Chicago ABC 

Detroit ABC
DETROIT, MICHIGAN

We would first like to express how impressed weõve been with the network as a whole. It almost 
seems that two seconds after we decided to form we were already receiving welcome notes, 
literature, and other support from different branches and individuals. So, a million thanks go out 
to you all for your kind welcomes.

We have been working on our group structure and goals, which we find to be crucial before real 
growth can occur. We are currently just a handful of members, but interest is spreading, which 
is so exciting! A newsletter is in the works, which we plan to begin publishing bimonthly start-
ing this February. Thus far we are in contact with about a dozen prisoners spread all over the 
country. Raising funds is, of course, an ever present issue. Some fundraising ideas have been 
mentioned; currently screen printing seems to be a favorite. The local branch of the IWW has 
also offered us its support (moral and financial), which has been amazing. That about sums it 
up ... Keep an eye out for our newsletter; we will mail a copy to each branch.

Yours in the struggle for a better world,
The Detroit ABC

Houston ABC
HOUSTON, TEXAS

Greetings! Here in Houston we have been busy as usual. In addition to our regular correspon-
dence and many literature requests, we are continuing in our push to be more visible and 
involved within the greater Houston radical community. On December 3 we hosted an event as 
part of the first International Day of Solidarity with Political Prisoners and Prisoners of War. We 
were honored to have Robert òKingó Wilkerson speak about the Angola 3 as well as political 
prisoners in general. King is the only free member of the Angola 3, having been released in 
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bors informed, safe and organized against all anti-social behavior. The network also focuses on 
keeping an eye on police interaction with residents and educating and defending residents from 
police violence. Using models of restorative justice, we hope that this organization will be come 
a model for others to follow in creating revolutionary community from the grassroots up.

On December 17, KMA members organized a demonstration against the War in Iraq, in which 
anti-imperialists came together and shut down an Army/Navy recruiting center in South Law-
rence. Using òUó shaped bicycle locks, 6 members of KMA physically attached themselves to 
the door handles of the building and prevented military recruiters from opening for business as 
usual. Eventually, after keeping the building from opening for nearly two hours, police finally 
achieved the arrest of the six that were locked to the building, plus one other person doing sup-
port for those locked down. Due to legal and public pressure, all those arrested were released 
without charges after being jailed for only six hours.

KMA has also been working on a compilation CD of songs from Hip-Hop, folk, punk rock, jazz, 
and spoken word artists as a benefit for Allied Resistance. We hope to use the money earned 
from this recording for postage and printing costs for the newsletter and other literature, as well 
as being able to set up a òmutual aidó fund for those experiencing repression from the state 
within the prison walls.

In Solidarity,
Kansas Mutual Aid

Lawrence ABC
LAWRENCE, KANSAS

Lawrence ABC focuses primarily on sending free reading material to prisoners. In 2005, we 
sent out approximately 2,500 booklets, zines, and pamphlets, and the number of requests we 
receive continues to increase. We want to fill requests as quickly as possible, but sometimes it 
takes longer than we like. Please be patient.

To help us fill requests efficiently, please follow these guidelines when placing an order:

Å Print Clearly! We donõt want to send your literature to the wrong address. If we canõt 
read your information, you may not get your literature.

Å Include your full name, ID number, and complete mailing address with each literature 
request. Letters get separated from envelopes. If your information isnõt written on the 
letter, we may not be able to send your literature. If you donõt have an ID number, tell 
us that in your request; otherwise, if you donõt include an ID number, we wonõt send 
literature.

Å We donõt send books to prisoners, and all titles available are on our literature list.

Å Please ask for no more than 5 ounces of literature each month.

Å We donõt provide legal assistance or any assistance of a personal nature. Donõt send us 
legal paperwork; we cannot afford to return it. We are not a dating or pen pal service.
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2001 after 29 years of solitary confinement. He also spoke about Herman Wallace and Albert 
Woodfox, his two comrades who are both in their 34th year of solitary confinement. The event 
also included a preview of the film Three Black Panthers and the Last Slave Plantation, a docu-
mentary focusing on the Angola 3 by Texas filmmaker Jimmy OõHalligan. This event was well 
attended by a very diverse group of Houstonians. We would like to encourage everyone to host 
events next year to create more momentum around this day and the idea of supporting political 
prisoners as a whole.

Our weekly email list is still going strong and growing in numbers. We now have close to 75 peo-
ple who receive our email alerts. With the help of our email list we organized a last-minute action 
in solidarity with the 14 people who were arrested during the WTO protests in Hong Kong. On 
January 9, we attempted to deliver a letter to the Chinese Consulate, with demands that they fax 
it to Hong Kong. We were met by extremely rude people who lied to us and attempted to deny 
us access to the consulate. Once inside, an argument persisted for over 2 hours in which an 
aide to the consulate general called us terrorists. Eventually, the Criminal Intelligence Division 
of HPD showed up and took all of our names and made us leave. We had a follow-up protest 
planned, but fortunately charges against all but 3 of the HK 14 were dropped and they called for 
an end to solidarity actions for the time being. 

In keeping with becoming more visible within our community, we have been working on getting 
the word out about the conditions of the prisons in Beaumont, TX during Hurricane Rita. Many 
of our penpals in Beaumont were subject to horrible living conditions when the power went out 
and they were forced to live in flooded cells with no working restroom facilities, food or clean 
water for up to nine days.

Look out for Captive Voices #13, which we will be distributing this spring! 

Kansas Mutual Aid
LAWRENCE, KANSAS

In the month that has past, Kansas Mutual Aid has worked to expand the reach of the Allied Re-
sistance message, and has worked to correspond with inmates from all across the country, and 
also to work to ensure that denials of the newsletter by prison officials have been challenged. 
Our newsletter now reaches almost 500 inmates every month.

Last month, KMA met with several other representatives of area community gardens to discuss 
the possible future of a federation of local food growers. The initial meeting went well, and KMA 
will start to work with other community gardeners in Lawrence to further develop our free food 
program, as well as create a system for sharing resources as well as knowledge.

Over the last few months, working through the East Lawrence Neighborhood Association and 
through direct neighborhood organizing, KMAõs neighborhood watch initiative has grown and 
developed. Now known as the òEast Lawrence Neighborhood Safety Network,ó the program 
is currently working to organize òblockó liaisons in the East Lawrence neighborhood. These 
liaisons would network with people directly living in their blocks, and create a decentralized net-
work of residents in the East Lawrence Neighborhood. This network would work to keep neigh-
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